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The school will be under the direction of Miss Tyler, Secretary of the
Library Commission, who will give the
OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and development of free and other public libraries in the State of
lectures on general library subjects.
Iowa.
:
' Miss Margaret W. Brown will serve as
MEMBERS £+% Officiis.
vice-director, and will discuss subjects
JoHNSON BRIGHAM, State Librarian, President.
relating
to her work in connection with
Joun F. Riccs, State Superintendent of
the
Library
Commission and Traveling
Public Instruction.
Library.
Grorce E. MacLean, President of the State
University.
Mr. Malcom G. Wyer, librarian of
MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT.
the State University, will have charge
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Capt.

Horace M. Towner, Corning.
Davio W. Norris, Grinnell.
Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown.
W. H Jounston, Fort Dodge.

Auice S. TyvLerR,

Iowa

Secretary,

Summer

Des Moines.

Library
1905.

School,

The Library Commission announces
the fifth annual session of the Iowa
Summer School for Library Training
to be held at the State University of
Iowa, as a department of the Summer
Session of the University, at lowa City,

June 19 to July 29, 1905.
In all cases where subjects admit,
instruction will be accompanied by
practice work which will be carefully
revised and criticised; it is hoped by
this means to gain the greatest possible
benefits from a brief six weeks’ course.

of the

course

in reference work, and

the instruction will be based upon Miss
Kroeger’s ‘‘Guide to the Study and
Use of Reference Books.’”’ Mr. Wyer
will also give the lectures on American
trade bibliography.
Miss

Delia

C.

Sanford,

the

head

cataloger at the University library, will
give the instruction in accessioning and
cataloging; the cataloging instruction
will be based on the assumption that
the student has had no experience in
this work and desires a general knowledge of author, title and subject
entries; as much time will be given to
the latter, as is possible in such a brief
course.

Instruction in classification,

book numbers and related subjects will
be given by Miss Miriam E. Carey,
librarian of the Burlington (Iowa)
public library, whose training and ex-

perience equip her for dealing with
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these most important topics.
Miss — *What a Librarian Should Know
Fanny Duren, who has been associated
About Binding.
with the Commission in organizing
BY MISS EDITH TOBITT,
work in the state for the past two years
Librarian Omaha (Neb.) Public Library.
will again serve as reviser.
The chief gain to a librarian in
A course in literary criticism, based
having some knowledge of binding ig
on the study of Shakespeare’s Hamlet,
that she may intelligently secure bidg
will be given by Prof. Clark Fisher
on binding, know what to expect of
Ansley, professor of English in. the the binder and whether the work whej
State University, this being a required
done is of a satisfactory character,
course for all who are enrolled in the Book binding has been rather a neg:
Library School. This offers an unlected part of library work, when ig
usual opportunity to the librarians of reality it is one of the most important
the State to become familiar with some
items to be considered, and a knowlelements of literary art that enter into edge of this subject should no more
the estimate of books, and under such
be neglected than any other of the
an instructor as Professor Ansley the numerous details of the work which
course will undoubtedly prove of the assist in making the library of value
greatest value.
to the public. The librarian should
Library work with children will, as watch the books closely and remove
usual, receive special attention durfrom the shelves those which are too
ing the last two-weeks of the session,
badly worn to remain in circulation,
and this course will be given by Miss
She should have a sufficient knowl-

Caroline F. Gleason, librarian
public library, Utica, N. Y.

of the
Miss

Gleason received her training in this
work under Miss Moore, the children’s

librarian of the Pratt Institute library.
Miss Gleason brings ability, training
and experience to this work, in addition
to which her enthusiasm, for all that
relates to the work with the children,

and her artistic ability in connection
with illustrated bulletins and similiar
work promise much for the course
which she will give to our students
during this session.
The school opens June 19th, but it
will be necessary for all applications
to be filed with the Director not later
than one month in advance of the opening. Full information and application
blanks may be obtained by addressing
Alice S. Tyler, lowa Library Commission, Des Moines.

edge of the details of the subject to
be able to discriminate in the selection
of books to be rebound and not te
expect too much of the old, time-worn
books which are usually sent to the
binder and which are expected to be
returned possessing the appearance,
flexibility and general qualities of 8
new book.
Know
how much
expect of your books and of yout
binder and expect no more.
Books for rebinding should be examined for leaves and sections that are
missing, and to see if the books are
really worth the binding, as it is often
possible to buy a new copy of ai
inexpensive

book

for

less

than

the

cost of rebinding. The periodicals™
be bound should be carefully exam
ined, tied in volumes with index and
*A
well-equipped
bindery is maintained as%
department of the Omaha Public Library. —Ep1ToR.
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to show the lettering to be placed on
each volume sent to the bindery, these

sawing is not sufficiently deep the
bands will stand out on the back and
will be seen when the binding is completed.
There are different methods of sewing and itis not well’ to specify too
definitely regarding this as the binder

slips being

must judge from the thickness

title page, with instructions to binder
to bind in stubs (for inserting index
and title page later) should they be
missing.

Many librarians use “‘binding slips”’

printed

to indicate

the

panels on the back of the book. These
show to the binder just what you want
on the back of the book and where.
These may be obtained either of the

Library Bureau, Chicago, or Democrat
Printing Co., Madison, Wis.
The first work which is done at the

bindery is ‘‘taking apart,’’ removing
the old cover and pulling the book to
pieces, section by section, and remov-

ing every thread and particle of old
glue or paste. In repairing old books
before they are rebound, glue should
never be used as it is extremely difficult to remove.

The chief requisite of a well bound
book is good sewing.

Before the sew-

ing is done the fold of each section is
carefully examined to make sure it is
not too badly worn to hold the thread.
If itis worn it must be stitched “all
along’? on a sewing machine. This
stitching ‘‘all along’’ has received

some objections on the ground that
the stitching cuts the paper. Experience in this library has proved
that the stitching will not cut the paper
if the stitch is long and the tension is
loose. After these sections have been
made ready and in preparation for the
sewing, the back of the book should be
“sawn in *’ to make room for the cord
on which the book is sewn. This sawing should be done very carefully for
if too deep a groove is made the glue
will penetrate into the back of the book
and

make

it stiff.

If, however,

the

of the

book which method to use.
The sewing bench, or press, as it is
sometimes called,

consists

of a bed,

two screws, and a beam or cross bar
around which is fastened the cords to
which the sections of the book are
sewn. The book is put on the bed of
the press with the back toward the
sewer,

and

the

sections

are

held

against the cords exactly to the marks
made by the ‘‘sawing in.’”’
Some
binders overcast the first and last sections.
Each new section is placed
on top of the last and sewn to the cord
and the last section. When the book
is removed from the frame enough of
the cord is left on each side of the
book to be used for fastening it to the
boards.
When trimming the book for the
purpose of making the edges smooth
and even, the binder frequently cuts
off more than is necessary in order to
make the book smaller and thus decrease the cost of binding. The book
is then spoiled for further rebinding.
Emphasize the avoidance of over-trimming in your request for prices.
The word ‘‘rounding’’ refers to
the process applied to the back of the
book and is preliminary to backing.
Some books seem not to be rounded at
all, but all books have a slight swell
which is worked off in the rounding.
The mill board which constitutes
the material for the sides of the book
should be heavy enough not to warp
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or bend.
After the boards have been
squared accurately they are attached
to the book by lacing the ends of the
cords through holes made in the board.
It is well to use this method, called
**drawing in’”’ for all large books, but
we find that for small books the ‘‘pasting down”’ of the ends of the cords is

rather thin and is frequently used
for the books of general circula-—

quite strong enough. ©

heat, gas, etc., in a few years.

In selecting a material for the outside
cover let durability be the first requisite. Art canvasor vellum in various
colors has proved to be very durable for
the general circulating books. It can
be more rapidly handled and ‘‘worked’’
by the binder than leather and so
makes a cheaper binding. Variety of
color can be easily secured in greens,

Only an expert can tell the difference in, leather when it is on the book

tion.

In the

heavier

form

it is a

,

good leather for magazine binding,
Sheepskin, died to the color wanted
is also used for binding magazines,
but uncolored sheepskin, does not
wear well, yielding to the effects of

but secure, if possible, leather having

flexibility, firmness of grain surface,
and sufficient strength and thickness
to carry the weight of the book.
Avoid highly finished leathers and
those dyed in black. Both have been
subjected to processes which are injurious.
browns, etc.
The librarian should visit the local
The selection of leather for binding
bindery or newspaper office and actisa difficult task; it is certainly important to place your work with a ually see the processes of sewing and
forwarding, even though the equipbinder who will furnish reliable material, for examination can scarcely
ment is meager and the results crude,
reveal its wearing qualities, though if and she should by all means visita
possible first see the material which is large, well equipped bindery elsewhere,
to be used for the outside cover.
if no good local bindery exists, when
There is nothing which will surpass
opportunity offers and familiarize herthe peerless levant morocco, or French
self with processes, materials, etc.
morocco as itis often called. Many subThe two most practical books on
stitutes have been produced, as Engthis subject of binding may be found
lish levant and Persian levant, but none
in the
lowa
Traveling
Library
can compare with the French levant. (general loan collection) and may be
This, however, is much more expenborrowed on application: these books
sive than the average library can afare J.W. Zaehnsdorf’s ‘“‘The art of
ford to pay for.
bookbinding,’’ and Douglas CockerThe leathers now in most common
ell’s ‘‘Bookbinding and the care of
use are cowhide and sheepskin.
Both
books’’; these are both good books
may be dyed to any color and subfor a library to own.
Read these and
re-read them.
.
jected to a process which will produce
any grain desired and give the appearI have been able to give only the
ance of morocco, calf, Russian or seal.
most hasty review of the subject
Cowhide in the least expensive
but it is one that should be studied
form is called buffing.
In this form
by every librarian as much as any
it has generally been pared down
work connected with the library,

at
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because this knowledge may reduce
the expenditure of money for replace-

Iowa

with the actual

work will enable the

librarian to deal intelligently with the
‘ binder and secure
her library.

the best results for

A. L. A. Meeting at Portland.
‘The conference of the A. L. A will
be held this year in Portland, Oregon
July 2-7, the Lewis and Clark Exposition to be held there making it possible
to secure reasonable railroad rates for
the trip. The Hotel Portland has been
selected for official headquarters, and
the sessions will be held in the Unitarian Church,
The program will provide for the
presentation of the elementary aspects
of library work, with especial attention
to State library commissions, traveling
libraries, library work with children
and the founding, architecture and
administration of small public libraries.
Post-conference trips will be arranged to Alaska, California and Yosemite, or returning trip’ to Yellowstone
Park. The going trip for the special
train will be via the Canadian

Pacific,

allowing a full day at Banff, the great
scenic point of the Canadian Rockies
and a day at Seattle.
Iowa librarians can join the eastern
party at either Chicago or St. Paul.
Write F. W. Faxon, Chairman

Travel

Committee, 11 Chauncy Place,Jamaica
Plains, Mass.

Libra-

BY MISS LAVINIA STEELE,

ment and enable the income to be
used for the purchase of more new

books.
The careful reading of the books indicated and a personal familiarity

Documents for Iowa
ries.
State Library.

There is no longer a question
the

value

of government

as to

documents

both federal and state; in fact they
have come to be recognized as one of
the most authentic sources of information

on

many

subjects,

economic,

political, scientific and statistical. By
means of indexes and printed catalog
cards, the fund of information contained in these documents is made
readily accessible and they are considered among the most valuable and
up-to-date reference books that a
library

can

possess,

if the

librarian

knows what is in them and can turn to
the material readily. Mr. J. I. Wyer
in his pamphlet * *“‘ U. S. government
documents in small libraries” suggests
a list of useful and practical documents
for the small library, how they may be
obtained and how they should be
cared for.
The value of State documents in
public libraries is a question that has

caused much

discussion.

There has

been a feeling more or less general,
that State documents are of temporary
interest, and not of permanent value.
Fortunately this idea no longer prevails, and State documents are coming
to take their place along with U. S.
documents, as useful and valuable ref-

erence books in libraries.
In time
these documents, many of them published to serve immediate practical
needs, will become

invaluable

to the

student of State history.
Many
are of an educational character and
represent the results of scientific investigation.
* This pamphlet may be obtained
Library Coinmission free.

from

the Iowa

Several states,

Iowa

among

the ‘* Check list of Iowa publications,”’

issued by the Iowa Library Commission, lowa libraries are now provided
with a fairly complete list of the documents published by the state.
Iowa official publications, for purposes of convenience, may be said to
consist of the folllowing:

(1) The cloth

or paper sets issued separately for the
several departmeats, offices, boards and
Commissions of the State, being their
regular biennial or annual reports.
(2) The set of sheep-bound reports
called Iowa documents,
made up
biennially of the reports submitted to
the General Assembly at their biennial
sessions.
It includes the material in
the first class, and some additional
miscellaneous material.
(3) In this

class comes a variety of material not
included in the first two classes. It
includes the Senate and House Journals; Codes; Session Laws; periodical

and special publications of the various
State departments; it also includes the
publications of the State educational
institutions, and the material provided
for out of State funds, but notbearing
the imprint of the State printer.
Thus it is seen that the
lishes a variety of material
considerable
extent is
Shall libraries secure the

State pubwhich to a
duplicated.
set of lowa

documents,

reports,

the

separate

Legislative

them,

have provided for the publication of
lists of their documents. By means of

or

both? Only the larger libraries will
attempt to secure all the publications
of the State.
The smaller libraries
should not attempt to collect all of these
but should have a selected number.
The following list of Iowa publications
are recommended for small libraries:

documents, called Iowa

Documents.

This is known as the sheep-bound
set of lowa documents. The State has ©
bound together, biennially in this set,
the reports of all the state offices and
institutions, thus bringing together in
one set a large part of all the material —
published.
It comprises, for each
biennial period from one to seven thick
volumes, since they began in 1856.
They are labeled as to the reports contained in each volume, and the Index
to Iowa documents,
found in the
*‘Check list’’, makes available all re-

ports found there. There is, however,
much important material published by
the State, not included in this set, to

supplement which the following should
be added:
Agriculture, Department of.
YEAR Book.
This is one of the most important
and useful of the State publications and
will appeal to a large number of readers.

It contains,

aside

from

articles

on agricultural subjects, weather and
crop reports, proceedings of the dairy
association and reports of county and
district agricultural societies.
(To be obtained of Department of Agriculture, J.C

.

Simpson,

Secretary.)

Board of Control of State

Institu-

tions.

BULLETIN

OF

IOWA

INSTITUTIONS,

This quarterly publication
deals
with the affairs of the State institutions of Iowa,

and

contains

Ro
HA
2a
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contrib-

uted articles of value on subjects connected with the care and management
of defective and delinquent classes.
This set should be bound and as many
back volumes as possible secured.
(To be obtained of the Board of Control.)
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work.

Census.

No library in the State should be
without

a copy

of the census.

last State census
1895;

was

published

The

in

this

and the national census
being taken every ten years alternating the five-year period.
A new
the
under
taken
census is now being
of
Council
direction of the Executive
accordcompiled
be
will
It
the State.
ing tonew and improved methods, and

will appear late in the year.
Geological Survey.
ANNUAL

REPORTS

The Geological Survey has now
issued fourteen volumes of reports,
y. 2 and 6 dealing with special sub. jects. A full set of these is desirable.

Library Commission.
Publications
distributed
directly
by the Commission.
The Quarterly
furnishes the libraries of the State with
timely material on subjects of library
economy and general library news.
The series of leaflets and other
publications are well known to librarians and library trustees. A list of
the

There is being prepared by this department, a series of county geologies,
which are included in the regular
reports. They are also published separately, and libraries should secure a
copy of their county geology as soon
as it appears; these are free.

Libraries that are not receiving

this publication should not fail to ask
for it. It is distributed directly from
the Historical department, Des Moines.
Many of the numbers of the third series
can still be supplied.
Series one and
two which were published by the State
Historical Society are out of print and
cannot be easily obtained.

publications

was

given

in

the

Historical Department of Towa. (Des
Moines.)

Quarterly for July, 1904.
Public Instruction, Department of.
There are published, from time to
time, by this department, pamphlets
on special subjects of interest to
schools.
The programs for special
days are very useful in libraries in
connection with school work. These
can be secured from the Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Railroad Commissioners.
Map OF [owa.
There is published by this department annually, a wall map of Iowa
which can be obtained from the Railroad Commissioners upon request.
Secretary of State.
LAWS OF Iowa.

ANNALS OF IOWA. THIRD SERIES.
This quarterly publication deals with
the subject of Iowa history and is of
special importance to Iowa libraries.
It should be bound and preserved and
will be found a most useful reference

This valuable compilation of the
laws of Iowa was provided for by the
State at considerable expense.
All
public libraries are entitled to it free
of charge. The Supplementof 1902 is

The reports

are

to be obtained

of

the Geological Survey; the following
volumes being scarce and obtainable
at the following prices: Vol. 1, 95c.;
Vol. 2, 95c.; Vol. 3, $1.10; Vol. 4,
$1.25; Vol. 5, $1.00; Vol. 6, 85c.;

Vol. 7, $1.30; Vol. 8, $130; Vol. 9,
$1.45; Vol. 10, $1.85; Vol. 11, $1.45;
volumes 12, 13 and 14 free.
The
postage or express must be paid on
each of these volumes.

ANNOTATED

23

CODE,

1897.

.

supplied to all public libraries free.
Laws of the Thirtieth General Assembly contains acts and_ resolutions
passed since the Code Supplement was
compiled.
OFFICIAL REGISTER.
This publication contains in small
compass a fund of useful information,
largely statistical,
concerning the
State of Iowa. It is issued yearly and
the latest issue should be sent each
year to every Iowa library. If you do
not receive it send request to Secretary
of State.
State Historical Society of Iowa.
(Iowa City.)
IowA JOURNAL OF HISTORY AND
POLITICS.
This is a quarterly publication of
unusual merit.
It contains articles
from writers of authority on subjects
of state and national interest. There
have also been published in this journal two instailments of the Bibliography of Iowa Publications which is being compiled by Miss Budington.
MESSAGES AND PROCLAMATIONS OF
THE GOVERNOR OF IOWA:
Comiled and edited by B. F. Shamaugh.
Thus far there have appeared six
volumes of the work, with two yet to
follow. This is without doubt one of
the most important publications ever
provided for out of the state funds.
It is issued in large octavo volumes and
will include when completed all the
inaugural addresses, special messages,
biennial messages and proclamations
of the governors of Iowa from 1836 to
1902. The State Historical Society of
Iowa offers to lowa libraries for the
nominal charge of $1 per year all the
current publications of the Society,
including the Iowa Journal of history
and, politics and the Messages and
proclamations of the governors of
24

Iowa.

This is an

offer that libraries”

can not afford to neglect, and if any”
have not availed themselves of it, they
should

do

so

at once,

sending sub-

scription to State Historical Society,
Iowa City.
Libraries have had, in the past,
some difficulty in securing from the
State the documents to which they are
entitled. The law passed by the Thirtieth General Assembly in regard to distribution of documents, will doubtless

do away with: such difficulties. The
new storehouse recently built by the
State provides room for the storage of
these documents and will greatly facilitate their distribution.
All documents,
herein
otherwise stated,

mentioned
unless
are to be obtained

through the document office of the
Secretary of State, and all requests
for documents should be sent to that
office. Libraries should furnish this
office with a list of documents they
care to receive regularly.
In case
they are not forwarded within a reasonable length of time after publication, a
special request should be sent asking
that the desired documents be sent as
soon as possible.
After a library has begun its collection of State documents,

comes

the

question,—how shall they be cared
for? In the first place do not store
them away in some dark corner, but
keep them in an accessible location in
the library and have the section known
as the Iowa collection. For. the small
library it is much better to keep
together all the State documents than
to classify them according to subject.
They should be arranged on the
shelves alphabetically by the department publishing them. An accurate
check should be kept on the ‘* Check
List’ of all the documents

on hand,

and any failure on the part of the
State to furnish the desired documents
as soon as available should be noted
and the request renewed.
For accessioning documents it is best
to have a separate accession book. A
blank book can be ruled for this purpose.

[>

Che Traveling Library.

2| [=

pose of, this column is free for your use.

freight will be paid by the Library
Commission, and it will not be neces-

sary to send in the coin mailing card
as heretofore.
*

The following new books have been
added to the collection of books for.
the blind in N. Y. Point. These additions give a very satisfactory number
from which selections may be made:
Bible, Gospel of St. John.
Bible, Gospel of St Luke.
Bible, Gospel of St. Mark.
Bible, Gospel of St. Matthew.
Eggelston,
Edward,
Stories
Americans.
Hale, E. E., In His name.

Howells, W.
acquaintance. 2
Keller, Helen,
Longfellow, H.
Lowell,
Ollivant,

of

and
D., Literary friends
vols.
Optimism.
W., Selections from poems.

(bound).
index
to periodicals,
1901
Cumulative
(unbound).
Readers’ Guide, 1902, 1903, 1904 (unbound).
IOWA LIBRARY
CoM™MIssION, Des Moines.
(Alice S. Tyler, Secretary).
The following complete volumes of peri-

2

vols.

Page, T. N., Two little Confederates.
Riis, J. A., Making of an American. 2 vols.
Ruskin, John, King of the Golden river.
Schurz, Carl, Abraham Lincoln.
Scott, Sir Walter, Ivanhoe.

Slocum, Joshua, Sailing alone around
world. 2 vols.
Smiles, Samuel,
acter.’’

Selections

By this means librarians can learn of
occasional books which may
be
obtained at a low price.
There was some misunderstanding
as to lists given in this column of our
last (January) issue. The prices given
were the publishers’ and the books
could be obtained for one-half the price
given.
Hereafter, the price named will be
that for which the book will be sold.
Puatic Lisrary, Sioux City, lowa. (Mrs. 2.
Oberholizer, Librarian.)
Harpers monthly, volumes 40 to 53 inclusive,
bound in three quarter morocco, as good as
new.
$10.00.
Pusiic Liprary,Eldora, Iowa. (Miss Clara
Estabroak. Librarian.)
Cumulative
index
to periodicals, 1900

great

J. R. Vision of Sir Launfal.
Alfred, Bob, son of battle.

oa

If your library has any books to dis-

Hereafter the Des Moines drayage
fee on traveling libraries returned by

*

Book Exchange.

odicals (unbound)

are on hand in the periodi-

cal clearing house.
They will be sent f/ree,the
recipient paying transportation.
Send in the
requests promptly.
Century (Old series volume number) Vols.
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42,
43, 44, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51.
Cosmopolitan, Vols. 18, 21, 22, 23, 27, 29.

the

from ‘‘Char-

Stevenson, R. L., Treasure island
Van Dyke, Henry, Fisherman’s luck.

McClure’s,

Vols. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10; 11, 12, 13,

14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19

Whittier, J. G., Selections from poems.

Munsey’s,

Index to Quarterly.
The index to the first sixteen numbers of the Quarterly (Bulletin) of the
Iowa Library Commission is now ready
for distribution. It will be mailed free
from this office to any who desire it
and will write for it.

Vols.

15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,

23,

24, 25.
Review of Reviews, Vols. 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11,
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25.
Wanted.

Any numbers or volumes (except vol. 1) of
the Midland Monthly will be gladly accepted
by the Library Commission and transportation
to Des Moines will be paid on same.
25

Library News of the State. 4
Algona.—The library building, the
gift of Mr. Andrew Carnegie, for the
free public library of Algona was
opened with an informal reception
during the afternoon and evening of
March 25th.
No formal dedicatory
exercises were held but the occasion
was no less a happy one. The building cost

$10,000

and

is erected

on

beautiful grounds, the gift of Capt.
W. H. Ingham and wife, Mrs. Ingham
being a member of the library board.
The absence of Captain and Mrs. Ingham in California at the time of opening, was greatly regretted.
The building presents a most attractive appearance, being the English
style of architecture, the material being gray brick with Bedford stone
trimmings and boulder foundation.
The interior is very convenient and
tasteful.
Miss Fanny Duren is preparing a
dictionary catalog of the library, being
assisted by Mrs. Elizabeth M. Horton,
the librarian. The board of trustees
consists of Mrs. W. K. Ferguson,
President T. Harrington, E. J. Gilmore, E. J. Murtagh, S. E. McMahon,

Mrs. W. H. Ingham, Mrs. Milton Starr
and Miss Ada Smith.
Albia.—The people of Albia voted on
the question ‘‘Shall a free public
library

be

established,’’

March 27th,

and the result was an overwhelming
majority in favor of the library question. Hon. N. E. Kendall was active
in bringing about this gratifying result. This adds one more county seat
to the list of Iowa cities having public
libraries.

Burlington.—As

a

memorial

to

Thomas J. Potter, for years identified —
with the C., B. & Q. Railway at Burlington, a fund has been collected by
his

friends

to be used

in placing a

memorial collection of books in the
Burlington public library on railway
and engineering topics. The fund of
$3,000 is invested, the income only being used, $90 every six months being
available to invest in books. These
are kept in a special case called the
‘Thomas J. Potter Memorial.’’
Clinton.—Miss Belle E. Sweet has
resigned her position as librarian of
the public library at Clinton, her
resignation taking effect April 15th.
Miss Sweet has organized the library
of over 8,000 volumes in a most satis-

factory
work

manner,

in Clinton

having

begun

her

last June; since the

opening of the library November 8th,
the circulation has been large and the
new

institution,

under

Miss

Sweet’s

management has become very useful.
Miss Daisy I. Lutz has been elected
librarian to succeed Miss Sweet and
will assume her duties
May Ist.
Miss Lutz attended the Iowa Summer School for Library Training in
1901 and has had experience in the
Cedar Rapids and Cornell College
libraries.
She has been associated
with the Nebraska Public Library
Commission for the past two years.
Cresco. —The people of Cresco voted
on the question of maintaining a free
public library by municipal tax at the
spring election March 27th, and the result was in favor of the tax.
Cresco
is the county seat of Howard county
and it is hoped that this example may
prove an incentive to the adjacent
counties

of

Winneshiek,

Allamakee

and Clayton which are without libraries. A library association has maintained a free library for more than a
year in Cresco, and convinced
the
people of its value, and a collection of
about 1,500 volumes will be turned
over to the city for the free public
library.

Davenport.—The resignation of Miss
Marilla Freeman

as librarian

of

the

public library at Davenport which took
effect March ist is keenly regretted by
her friends,

not only in

Davenport,

but in the entire State of Iowa. Within
the short period of two and a half years
Miss Freeman
has developed and
organized the library at Davenport
into a strong systematic institution of

Miss Seybold has been actively associated with the work of the Illinois
State Library Association and her
coming to Iowa will assure us of the
continued co-operation of the Davenport library in the state work, which
was extended during Miss Freeman’s
administration.

000 library building for Drake University has been announced, and the
trustees of the University will doubtless be able to meet the conditions of
the gift.

over 17,000 volumes with a circulation
the

ren as well as the study clubs.

Des Moines— Drake University.—
The
offer of Mr. Carnegie to erect a $50,-

last year of 116,388 volumes and with
7,300 borrowers;

hef services of special value. During
the few years she has been in Jacksonville she has been especially interested
in the work of the schools and child-

administrative

Des Moines—State Library— The resignation of Miss Rex Kellar, cataloger
of the State Library, took effect April
lst and Miss Lavinia Steele, who has
been on the staff of the University library this winter, has been appointed to
succeed her. Miss Kellar goes to Galveston, Texas, to accept a position on
the staff of the Rosenberg public library.

ability shown by Miss Freeman in the
constructive work of building up a
library in a city the size of Davenport
in so short a time has been greatly
appreciated by the Board of Trustees
of the Davenport library, and her
resignation was accepted with great
reluctance; she goes to Louisville,
Kentucky, to take up the reference
_and school work in the new public
library there, which will soon occupy
a new $250,000 Carnegie building.
Miss Stella V. Seybold has been
elected librarian of the Davenport library to succeed Miss Freeman and
will assume her new duties May Ist.
Miss Seybold resigns the librarian-

Dubuque.—The librarian of the Carnegie-Stout public library, Dubuque,
Miss Bessie Sargeant Smith, is to give
the library address at the Biennial of
the Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs
at Waterloo in May, her subject being

ship at Jacksonville, Ill., to accept this

‘*What the club woman has a right to
expect of the public library’’.

position, and brings to it both training
and experience.
In the Cincinnati
public library she was associated for
several years with the cataloging and
reference work and her knowledge of
German language and literature made

Indianola—Simpson College.—Mr. Carnegie has offered to erect a $10,000
building for tke library of Simpson
College and the offer has been accepted.
Proudfoot & Bird of Des
Moines have been employed as archi27

tects and plans for the building are
well under way.
Manson.—An offer has been made by
Mr. Carnegie to erect a library building for the town of Manson to cost $6,000.

No

library

hag heretofore

ex-

isted in Manson, and it was necessary to
vote upon the question of a tax.
Marion.—The dedication of the Carnegie building of the free public
library.at Marion occurred March 16,
1905, the exercises being held in the
Methodist Church at 2:00 p.m. The
program was as follows:

been the librarian from the beginning,
and who has aided in establishir
high standards of what a library
should be, will continue as librarian of
the new library; she has attended two
sessions of Iowa Summer Library
School.

The Board of Trustees consists of J
S. Alexander, President; Mrs. C. N,
Owen, Secretary; J. M. Bowman, E,
I. Alderman, Mrs. B. C. Busby, Mrs,

W. A. Dobson and Miss Emma Tyler,
Monticello._The Board of Trustees of
the free public library of Monticello
have reluctantly accepted the resignaRev. T. M. Evans
tion of Miss Mary M. Marvin as libraMale Quartette
rian, her resignation to take effect
Report of President of the Board.
early in April. Miss Marvin became
Presentation of Federation Library to
librarian about one year ago, at the
Mrs. B. C. Busby
Response by the Mayor
C. H. Marshall
time of the opening of their new
Dedicatory Address
library, and has in that brief time
Rev. Robert Lincoln Campbell
made the library an important factor
Addresses by J. E. Bromwell, F. L. Anderin
the life of Monticello.
Enthusiasm,
son, D. E. Voris and G. E. Finch.
intelligence and an ambition to place
the library at the service of all the
people of Monticello, have characterized Miss Marvin’s administration as
A reception was held in the library
librarian.
The best wishes of her
at the close of the program.
friends follow her to her new home in
The building cost $10,000, being built Washington.
of brick, with stone trimmings, and
Miss Ruth Cummings, of St. Louis,
the interior
arrangement
provides
has been elected librarian at Montifor the usual reading room, children’s
cello and will take up her new duties
room, librarian’s room, book room,
at once. Miss Cummings received her
etc.
training at the University of Illinois
The City Federation of Women’s
Library School
Clubs inaugurated definite work for
Mount Pleasant.— Washington’s birtha public library about three years ago
day was selected as the day for the
and carried it forward successfully
dedication of the Mount Pleasant liunder the enthusiastic
and indebrary building, the gift of Mr. Andrew
fatigable leadership of Miss Adeliza
Carnegie.
Daniels and others. They are able to
The afternoon was given over to the
turn over to the city over 1,000 vol- reception of visitors at the library.
umes as the nucleus of the new library.
The school children arriving in detachMiss Mary L. Parkhurst, who has
ments, accompanied by their teachers,
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were conducted through the building
and shown the different exhibits. Each
child was presented with a medallion
of George Washington, by the Ladies’
Library Association.
held at

The evening exercises were

the

Methodist

Church.

After

the

report by Mr. W. B. Seeley, Chairman
of the Building Committee, Mayor

Hourihan accepted the keys and at
once entrusted them to Judge Babb,
President of the Board who spoke in
acceptance.

Mrs. Olive Cole Smith gave‘‘the early
history of the library movement” and
Mrs. S. E. Beckwith read the later
history of the library, also making a
statement regarding the gifts to the
new library.
Then followed addresses by Mr. W.
E. Kopp, who made the first success-

ful appeal to Mr. Carnegie for his gift,
and Mr. Johnson Brigham, State Librarian, who spoke on ‘‘Washington’s
idea of public education as related to
the public library.”’
Congratulatory greetings were given
by Miss Alice S. Tyler, Secretary,
State Library Commissien, Professors
Else,

Antrim

and

Howe

and

Dr.

Hancher who represented the various
educational interests of the city.
In 1875 the Ladies’ Library Association was incorporated, the chief purpose being to establish and maintain a
library, and itis due to the years of.
unselfish labor and devotion to this
work by the members of the organization, that such a flourishing institution
was ready to be installed in the new
building.
This association was able
to turn over to the city in 1902, when
the municipal tax was voted, a collec- tion of about 4,000

volumes.

A

hall

clock for the chimney corner of the

children’s room was given by the L.
L. A. at the opening, and previously
$1,000 had been given towards the
building site, the remainder having
been given by generous citizens.
Many gifts were made which contribute to the beauty of the interior of
the library. One of the most highly
appreciated was a picture for the
children’s room, which was purchased
through the voluntary contributions
from the school children.
'
The librarian is Mrs. L. A. Janes,

and the board of trustees consists of
Mrs. S. E. Beckwith, Judge W. I.
Babb, Miss Emma Lacrode, W. B.
Seeley, Miss Mary Snyder, J. F. Leech,
Mrs. Mattie Gloeckler, W. -D. Worth-

ington and F. S. Finley.
Nashua,—The free public library at
Nashua has received and accepted an
offer from Mr. Carnegie to erect a
library building to cost $5,000. This
gift was obtained upon the statement
from the Board of Trustees as to what
had been done and what they felt
might be accomplished with a home of
theirown. The work accomplished by
the librarian, Miss Fannie V. Eastman,

in connection with the schools and
otherwise has been most gratifying.
Newton.—In another column will be
seen a communication on ‘Vacation
reading’’ which gives the experiment
tried in the Newton Public Library
last summer.
The modesty of the
librarian, Miss Belle E. Smith, prevents her from stating what a large
part she had in developing this successful plan.
Norwalk.—A library association has
been formed in Norwalk through the
active work of the women of the town.
The association has a board of nine

and her engagement is announced ¢
Mr. Frank Burd of Kansas City. Misg
Pickrell took charge of the Oskaloosg
library almost two years ago at the
time of the occupancy of their ney
building, carrying the library through
the period of organization in a most
capable manner. Her connection with
the State Library and with the Library
Commission previous to going to Oska«

members, and a most interested librarian in Mrs. Rose A. Crow, editor of

the Free Press.
A fund of $100 has been raised
which has been expended in the purchase of a book case and a well selected collection of books. This collection has been augumented by the
use of the Free Traveling Library of
the Iowa Library Commission, and
great interest is being evinced by the
people of the community.
Odebolt. —The public library of Odebolt opened the doors of the new FieldCarnegie library building to the public
March ist without any formal ceremony.
Mr. Carnegie’s gift was $4,000
and the building cost a few hundred
dollars in excess of this amount. The
building is of Lehigh cream pressed
brick with trimmings of Bedford stone,
and foundation of coursing stone and
paving brick; the roof is of slate. The
architect of the building is Mr. George
W. Burkhead of Sioux City.
The lot on which the building stands
was presented by Hon. W. W. Field,
who has always been a generous friend
to the library, having subscribed liberally to the book fund and maintenance
fund in the early years of its history.
The library had its beginning in a
Library Association organized in 1898.
There are about 2,000 volumes

now

loosa and her recent election as Secre-

tary of the State Library Association
gave her a wide acquaintance with the
library workers of the State by whom
she will be greatly missed.

Miss Marjorie Graves of the Dubuque
publicelibrary has been elected libra«
rian to succeed Miss Pickrell and hag
already

assumed

her

new

duties,

a

reception being given in the library by
the Board of Trustees on the evening

of March 81st as a farewell to Miss
Pickrell and a welcome to Miss Graves,
Miss Graves is a graduate of the Illinois Library School and has had
charge of the children’s work in the
Carnegie-Stout public library of Dubuque for the past two years.
Sioux City.—The Sioux City publie
library has suffered a severe loss in
the death of George W. Wakefield.
Judge Wakefield was President of the
Board of Library Trustees and has
been identified with the library cause
in Sioux City since the early days
when a beginning was made by the
Young Men’s Literary Association.
He had much to doin framing the press
ent library law of the State of Iowa,
and has always been a staunch friend
of, and wise counselor
regarding

in

the library.
Mrs. E. P. Potteiger is the librarian
and the board of trustees consists of
W. W. Fields, President; F. P. Motie,
Secretary, Mrs. W. A. Helsell, Mrs. C.
C. Coy, Mrs. W. A. Bennett, Mrs. H.

J. Mathews, W. E. Hamilton, Joseph
Mattes and W. F. Bay.
Pickrell,

library interests.
In the words of @
Sioux City friend who knew him well

librarian of the public library at Oskaloosa, resigned her position April 1st,

‘**he had a definite plan for the library
consistent with possibilities and well-

Oskaloosa.— Miss

Priscilla

30

palanced.

Always quiet and

lacking ostentation, one

with him to know how

utterly

had

to work

much

force of

intellect and character was behind
quiet manner.”

the

zations of the city; among these were
the Woman’s Club, Village Improvement Society, P. E. O. Society,
Rathbone

Sisters, and

Woman’s

Re-

held Monday evening, March 6th, at
the Congregational Church with the

lief Corps.
Miss Caroline V. Langworthy, of
Dubuque, a graduate of the Illinois
Library School, became the librarian
January ist, and has reclassified the

following program:

collection

Spencer.—The

dedicatory

exercises

of the Carnegie library building

were

Invocation
Rev. C. E. Royse.
Music
~
Ladies Quartette.
eport of Building
Committee
=
Mr. Wm. Flindt.
Delivery of the keys to the Board of
Trustees
Mr. G. H. Martin.
Acceptance of trust
Mr. Kirkpatrick.

History of the Library
Letters from Cherter

Mr. H. J. Buck.
members
Margaret Steele.
Miss Alice S. Tyler,

Secretary lowa Library Commission.
Male Quartette.
Benediction.

At the close of the exercises a
reception was held in the library, representatives

from

various

organiza-

tions being on the reception
tees.

Large

numbers

of

commitinterested

citizens inspected the new building
during the evening.
The women of Spencer were the first
to take the initiative in starting a public library by the organization of a
Library Association largely through
the efforts of Mrs. Ackley Hubbard,
one of the Charter members,

and now

one of the Board; through their untiring efforts a lot with a frame building
was purchased, the building being used
until the erection

of the

new

$10,000

building, the gift of Mr.
Andrew
Carnegie.
The new building is well arranged
and attractive

and

its beauty

hanced by the contributions
ture, clock, pictures,

busts

is en-

of furniand

other

embellishments used in fitting up the
various rooms by the different organi-

of over 3,000 volumes,

has

installed a new loan system and will
carry forward the process of cataloging as rapidly as possible.
The present board of trustees are:
Mrs. Emily A. Ingalls, President; Mrs.
Margaret Steele, Secretary; Mrs. Etta
Dye, Mrs Sarah A. Buck, Miss Myra

Wood..Mrs. Ackley Hubbard, A. H.
Avery, Wm. Flindt, and Fred Kirkpatrick.
Spirit Lake—Mr. Carnegie has offered to erect a library building at a
cost of $6,000 for Spirit Lake on the
usual conditions and these will doubtless be complied with. The people of
Spirit Lake voted last summer in favor
of a municipal tax for the maintenance of a free public library as provided by the state law, hence the conditions of the gift can be met. The
Library Association which has conducted a library and rest room for the
past three years will turn over about
300 volumes to the town.
List of 1000 Novels.

The free Public library of Newark,
N. J., with the co-operation of other
libraries in New Jersey, has issued a
list of ‘‘a thousand of the best novels,”’
compiled, with an introduction, by the
Newark
librarian, Mr. John Cotton
Dana.
This list will be sent to any

library or individual for five cents a
copy and postage.
While there is always room for differences of opinion as to what books are
-“questionable’’

in such a list, it will

prove suggestive and useful to the
librarian and book committee.

Iowa

Library Association.
OFFICERS.

Mrs. Horace M. TOWNER, /yvresident,
Corning.
Hon. C. J. A. Ericson, Vice-President,
Boone.
Miss Mary E. Downey, Secre/ary, Ottumwa.

Mr. Hare Dovuctass, 7veasurer, Grinnell.
Honorary President, Cart. W. H. JounSTON, Ft. Dodge.

The executive board of the I. L. A.,

consisting

of the officers, and

additional

.members,

Moines,

met

in

three
Des

in the rooms of the Library

Commission, March 24th.

Plans for the sixteenth annual meeting of the Association to be held in Ft.
Dodge in October were discussed, but
the details of the program were left
with the program committee.
Miss Pickrell presented her resignation as Secretary, as she is soon to

leave the state. Miss Mary E. Downey,
liabrarian of the Ottumwa Public Library, was elected by the board to
the position of Secretary, made vacant

by Miss Pickrell’s resignation.
Vacation Reading.
It has been suggested that to those
who are interested in children’s reading, a plan tried in one of the libraries
of the state, might give some practical
hints.
The Federation of Women’s
Clubs

in Newton,

after

consultation

with the teachers of the public schools,
and with the librarian, made

out lists

of books from fourth grade to eighth,
inclusive, for a summer reading course
last summer.
The selections were
made along the separate lines of history, biography, travel, and literature.
The plan was that each one enrolling
as a member of the Home Reading
Circle should select one book from
each list for vacation reading, and one

at pleasure, making five books th
summer course.
These type-wri
lists, neatly mounted, were inviting
the eye, and the books were carefull y
arranged in sections corresponding
the lists. The library book committe
had given much time and thought t
the selection of children’s books outs
side of fiction, which was not giveng
place in the lists, though plenty ¢
story books were on their own shelve
A short time before the closing of th
schools for the long vacation,
th
ladies of the committee on children’s
reading visited the rooms and exe

plained the plan to the pupils.

It wag,

presented in so pleasing a way that
the librarian was soon aware of a widg
interest in the proposed plan, and
found many
prospective
readers,
So well had the ladies explained the
idea of the Home Reading Circle, that
very little was necessary on the librarian’s part, except to point the children to their corner, one of the pleasantest in the room, and show them how

to enter each book read in the blank
books provided for each grade.
As a result of the plan, four hundred

eighty-eight books were read, fiftyseven children finishing the course,
for whom an entertainment was given
with

a certificate

showing

the books

read. Of course there were many out
of town a part of the summer, and thé
usual vacation pleasures.
Perhaps the best result of all is that
many of the children retaining the
Home Reading Circle card have used
it often during the school year, and
the call for books, aside from stories,
has* constantly increased.
There is
also a distinct gain in the kind of
stories most enjoyed.
In the libraries of the state where
no assistant librarians are employed

the women’s

clubs

are

-~

the natural

allies of the work, and to their constant

interest and helpfulness one library at

least owes much of its success. We
hope to accomplish still more during
this summer vacation, and are hoping
new plans will be suggested by othes
libraries.
B. E. 8.3

&SB
a
}

